[Léon Fredericq and the descending portion of the second positive wave (1st systolic wave) of the venous pulse: the negative cd or X wave in current nomenclature].
Understanding the venous pulse waves was a challenge for L. Fredericq. We show that his interpretation of the X depression previewed the nowadays visualization of the A-V valve movement through echography. We also present an a contrario demonstration on the same topic by observing that forcing a passive heart (Gad's experiment) cannot reproduce the atrial aspiration during the simulated ejection unlike it is in the beating organ.